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May 29, .1963

Mz, Al Wiseman

fggte, Cone & Belding

-2> East Superior Street
Lolcago 11, Illinois

Dear Al:
*-S Yyou recuested on the telenhone this afternoon, I am £ .rding
L-iCarc.ocfrary layout which our designers at WED Enterp:..es, Inc.

“uwulated as a suggested plan whereby the State of Illinois could
r.eve amdle space for its exhibits (industrial, commercial, tourism,
etc.) plus the necessary area for the theatrical production of the
Lincoln figure, on a maximun capacity basis.

1tae theater area, you will notice, encompasses 7640 square feecl,
witn a capacity for 500 people per show. The exhibit areas : <

~-
-

incicated would provide a bull pen area for those waitiang tc see
¢ .. show, and an exhibit and merchandising area for the exi: o+

- ‘a'

<L2 thecter 1is laid out in the cexntinental manner in which there
are no ceater aisles. The waiting audiences would form in tpe
lobly area and when the show endea, would exit to the left into
the exhibit-mercheandising area, and the waiting group would
fcllow them immediately into the seats. This gives you a maximum
turnover, and as I told you in Chicago, could possibly allow five
ghows per hour ¢a che basis of a ten minute performance, with tuso
al.utes allowel Zor fill and spill. On peak days this would m:.. n
#2 hourly capacity of 2500; on a ten hour day, 25,000 per day; .. .
;.. a fourteen hour day basis, which is the projected Fair operat:.

-cnedule, 35,000 per day.

In rough Iigures, this would indicate a maximum theerc.Zcal capacs
of approximately twelve million peo='.» during the cuc ve.rs of t--
Teir. Realistically, /5 per cent . _.lzation of t.. . ~ 2a’ canac..
.'culd be considered quite good. © _s wathematically 3 = '
ruelistic audierce potential for L ¢ Ltwd yeor unriovd ol +,GCJ,00C.

NO ACRCLMENT WILL DE GINDING ON THIS CORPORATION U°*. v AN OFFICER
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e, WiseRal Yay 29, 1963

. discussions with Mr. Graham, please stress the fact that
0 yo?a out this arbitrary plot plan on the basis of the Fai
e lal hdations that no more than 60 Per cent of the
recomme for the building, with the balance devoted to landscaping
he use%here are no restrictions on the building Size, ’
etcf;icul 2> instance, the only re1qu1rem1ent 18
part . . theater, the stage and the backstage arezs for sound,
0% .ee and electrical. The actual covered, air condit’oned areas
Pii;’iiﬁ tke building can be whatever the budget will dictate, so
‘{OR o as it includes the theater and backstage ares.

gecondly, the size of the theater seating area i

: 2 S qulte arbitrar

sose of the exl:n.b:.t 18 To expose the Lincoln figure to as mfé.{{;

As an example, the forecourt of the exhibit areas :
courtyard leading to the theater, which would e}lim3
for air conditioning so long as the open air portion of
hibit could be properly protected from the elements
etc. A replica of the forecourt of the State Capit
cne ildea. |

s I have told you, we are willing to provide

a budget, over the two year period, of between $500,000 and $600,000.
1 stress that this would be the show itself, and nothingz more, By
way of further explanation, this means that f ]

the stage to the back of the theater we would Provide lightj]
music, sound, electrical, curtains, Projection and
necessary to tne presentation of the show itsgelf.
include the sound and special effects requirements within the
theater, but would not in any sense include the ph
such as the basic stage, the theater seats, the sound
necessary partitions in the theater area, etc.

The most important single element in relation.to the accomplish-

ment Of this project is time. We have had a great dezl of

experience on other projects at the World's Fair, and I can assure
you that unless a decision is reached within the next two, three

Or perhaps four weeks, it is likely to be an impossibility to cowu-
Struct the necessary shell and accomplish the necessary installzat:icns
in time for the opening of the Fair cn April 22nd,

! 1 :
I"f would recommend the cheapest and fastest possible type of con-
Siructicn that could be px perly air conditioned. This latter

s e 2,

S e fe
T~ a : ® Ll « ® 3 = - vl » f
FRCLOr L eir conditioniaz will bz of wrime importance for tne
Rt erer~Ts < - o= 1. - o g - . - - <Y b ‘ cowm 20T
TeeLeLEs LD any show a® <z air. L oo .- a&%ain thet a8 tea “Cizte.
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3 ; - inion of
L~...nc01n show--would be completely adequate, in the opinZ
our designers.

‘ . 1 N
g:g Wealsh of information that we have at the Studlohofpggglgis
d construction, based on our other operatlol at €t eld Weicome

avallable to yo j g d we wou
ur c rs, ana we .
architects and engineers, 1incoln

& V1sit by them to our Studios in Burbank to see thed st

= «

Ligure and to consult with our people on the best an

CCO: -
onomical method of presentation.

Viea are hopeful that something can be worked out,

anxlous to cooperate, Put we wmust have assurance O 1it
& timetable of sonstruction if the project i3 to become & reallly.

Believe me, Al, I spent most of last wesek on the fairgcounds &t

¢lushing Meadows, and I want to impress upon you the necd foz; .
T have outlined

urgency in vital decisions regardiag the mattersultl - . ter Char
S a Aie

zcove. I am sure you remember the old brcmide,

. @ -~ ," ® v . s
you thiak'". Believe me -~ it is. -

4

.Sincerely;’\ \
BISNEYLAND | w 2
(

| ,.-jac!k C. Sayqrs*,’} D:ch?ctor
S

»

/Lessee Relations D}i ion

LIIC

P.S. On the attached plot plan, the square footage of each area
1s. defined. Without resorting to my adding machine, 1 believe
this comes to 1n excess of 36,000 square feet. We feel the 30D
could be accomplished with perhaps one~half of the amount under
cover, or even less, depending upon @e81gn¢ and again depending
upon assurance that the theater portion and the adjacent bull

pen area has proper light control, soun

d control and air conditioning.




