1 hope tha ' ' opportunity to

lo t all of the members of the House have had the opPOC y

*'::n:g' the report of the Commission which vas sent to you Just before t‘;“
€onvened in January, The report documents in detail the outstanding

oy i1
ccess of the Illinois "Land of Lincoln" Pavilion at the vorld's Faix.

The £ y L e .
| nilf.:::nt?t 3 million persons visited the Illinois Pavilion, that more than
families § vurisa brochures were distributed, and that mora than 100,000
regional Nterested Lo visiting Illinols are now in contact with various

tourisa councils throughout the state, sll substantiate our ranking

&8 the most succesaful state pavilion a& the Faivx,

Most Hews stories and editorisls throughout the atate have praised this project.

'8E recently both:of cur-pewspapers in Springfield have called for the prowpt

I‘:”“s' ©f this bill, steting that the Favilion bas been the best means of
0osting tourisa that we bave yet undsrtaksn. : : g

J The swount of the api:rop,ﬂauéi; iéciitute;l ~-k$657 ,‘,0'0’0') is basod on the
experiences of our first season and, in fact, veilects a reduetion in the
operating expensass That total has been carefully snalyzed and focludes the

very minivum needed to operate efficiently through 1965 without broadening
the scope of the projeet. .- . - -~ G o et ee T

this bill has bipartisan support. The bill was

{ntroduced Ly Senator Ceorge prach and éoesponsored by Senators Bidwill,

McCloon, and Dixon, The Senate Appropriations Committes gave a wnanioous
ndo pass" vote for the t111 aud the Senate sent it to us with & (7=1 vots.
T8 House Appropriations Coomittee has recommended Wdo pass" without & nay

vote.

As you may bave noted,

£ the House joia me in affirming oux support of

hat all mexbers ©
y ” Bill 37,

gye on Genate

I ask
¢the project by voting
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The oppore raation Booth at
Lisn unity to have a State of Illinois Travel Iuformation
€7land 13 one of the great bonuses to the World's Fair project. in our

Closg '
the nsﬁc::ins. Vith Walt Disney we have been able to obtain without charge

SPace ia connect {1t at Disneyland
the end of this sum ::‘n'cuon with a Lincoln show to be bu

Jecause the Disney organization has worked directly with the World's Yair
Ssa;h:"m' 8nd because the World’s Fair Pavilfon is technically his client,
dnf €€l 1t necessary to maintain that relationship until the Disneyland
tuomuon center s in operstion. It is & matter of efficiency and economy

¢ this pbase of the project not be turned over to snother state agency until
it {s & "going business." -
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Ine World's Fair Comxzfssion bas no intention of prolonging its life through
the Disneyland informatfon booth, but rather ia anxious to turn it over to the
Division of Tourism as scon as practical. The §25,000 £igure is based o
approximately $10,000 for the construction of the displays and the booth, and
$15,000 for the estioated cost of the payroll for three information guices
working shifts during the 1S-hour day at Disneyland during the peak of thelx

8Ca60R, :

It {s our copcern that a =chang'é in our present contacts with the Disney

-. mieht forfeit this rare opportunity, and we ask that the World's
;:is.:néx::anioagbe provided the funds to insure the 1ngt§11at£on of the

inforsation booth. |




