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Will Burtin, Inc. Visual research and deslgn

\\\
' 132 East B8th Street
New York 22, N.Y.

Phone PLaza 5-0220

August 26, 1963

Mr. James A. Cassin
I1linois Commission

New York World's Fair
State of Illinois Building
160 North La Salle Street
Chicago 1, Illinois

Dear Jim:

At this stage in the development of the Illinois State Pavilion
it must be quite difficult for you to keep your mind on one
specific target, because many different problems demand
consideration at the same time.

I found that this situation applies to a certain degree to the
design area as well. To make the attached memorandum useful, I
have separated - after some thinking - the direct design
considerations, which are of course uppermost in my mind, from
indications of story concept and deadlines. These, I feel, you
are concerned with most at this point. I hope that this
assumption is correct.

If we have a principal agreement on these two aspects, the
subsequent step - the definition of the exhibition story, the
outline on which the design itself will be based - can be
tackled next. For this step, two or three meetings with you
and Ralph are essential, during which we toss around all ideas
and story suggestions that have emerged so far. I will appear
at these meetings with ideas and data of my own as well.

At the conclusion of these improtant meetings we should have
such an exciting and clear organization of the principal

visual contents in our hands that a simultaneous attack on
design and research follows immediately. From that moment on

I can work with the architects on the visual (design) part

of the exhibition as a whole, and - through my visual researcher
and your representative - on story documentation, selection of
objects, sources of pictorial supplies, displays, in detail.

I have by now a clearer image as to what the design of the
exhibition should look like. Yet I feel that it would have been
a premature step to have it put down in the attakhed memo already.
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’//f Let me just state emphatically that the Lincoln pavilion
4 must be by its content and form the most stimulating,
beautiful and memorable pavilion at the fair.

The sooner the "contents definition" meetings get underway
the quicker can architect and builder be supplied with

office and studio schedules in such a way that work can commence
almost immediately.
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- Wall projectior nvrf&ves
- Yree starding self-lighted st;lays
- Yock sales counter
- Wall parels showirg bilack and white photograpu
- 4 %all parels ,
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