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immortal address at Gettys.
spoke at special ceremonies com-

. , held at the Chicago Historical Society.
O dramatize the special nature of the meeting, the five
manuscript copies of Lincoln's address, all in his own hand-

writing, had been brought together for the first time. The

ysburg four score and seven years ago has
special meaning today. For it was a plea to Americans to reaffirm their

faith in democracy. Then, as now, democracy was sorely threatened. Then,

as now, American boys were pouring out their life blood to preserve
democracy. Then, as now, while some gave “the

devotion,” others complained that the burden was ¢
management was bad and success doubtful

last full measure of

Lincoln had a broad conception of the Civil War. He saw it in
global dimensions. It was not only the American Unijon that was im-

perilled. Upon the fate of the Union bung the fate of world democracy.

In Lincoln’s time the United States was the onl]
the world that enjoyed the de

land where governme

y major country of
maocratic form of government, the only

nt was of, by, and for the people. Elsewhere, em-
perors or kings or oligarchies controlled, often exploiting the common

people. Our government was unique and still regarded as an experiment.
America was democracy's proving ground. The masses of other lands
looked to us with hope: if our experiment proved successful, they too
might win sclf-government. But the hereditary privilcge‘d groups, regard-
ing our democratic experiment with foreboding, idenufied it wx.th. mob
rule and lawlessness, sncered and prophesied its doom. When civil war
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As Linvoln saw the issue, the Confederace states had rejected ow
nandamenta] prevepts of demeracy, Firse, in refusing to accept him ..M
thetr President and making his election cheir _.cu.:mﬁ.m..cs tor withdraw.
g from the Umen, they had violaced che firse rule of democratic gov-
ernment, the obhigaton of g minority o abide by the resule of an mr_..n.
fon Wathout such acquiescence democracy would not work, The Union
must never be dissevered for any such reason as this.

Sevand, momaking slavery the foundation scone of their new govern-
ment, the Contederates were renouncing the doctrine of the equal rights
of man 1in tavor of the creed of the master race, an idea thar Lincoln
abhorred ' The last, best hope of earth,” in his view, was to be found in
those precepts of our Declaration of Independence which athrmed that
all men are created equal, char they are endowed by their Creacor wich

certain inalienable righes, among which are life, liberty and the purswit

of happiness.

Here. in fact, was the whole pich and substance of Lincoln's political
philosophy. Here, in his decp reverence for the rights of man 8_?0..
cliimed in our American charter of freedom, is to be found nz.n. exp .H.M

rion of most of his political actions. "1 have never w.x& a mnarhwa ﬂm ,ma
callv.” he said, "which did not spring from the maam~3.o=nm em n: "
the Declaration of Independence.” It was these w._.SQEQM. H.:.MN& -
lieved. thar would lifc artificial weighes from mens w.voEmMn“.E: wlm
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fiir chance in the race of life.
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So when Lincoln was asked to speak at the dedication of the national
cemetery at Gertysburg, he welcomed the chance to tell the people what
those three days of bloody battle meant and to explain what those men

died for, as he saw i,

His thoughts went back four score and seven years to the revolu-
tionary founding of this nation, conceived in liberty and dedicared to
the proposition that all men are created equal, Then his mind came back
to che w.r being fought to determine whether that nation, or any nation
conceived in revolution and dedicated to such radical principles, could
long endure — whether the people were capable of shaping their own
destiny. He thought of the heroic dead, and of what the living owed
them for their sacrifice. Mere words were inadequate to express it. The
world, he thought, would little note nor long remember what was said

that day. Then he looked ahead—not merely to the romorrow, but into
the far distant future, as he said: “It is for us, the living, rather to be
here dedicated to the greac task remaining before us—cthac from these
honored dead we take increased devocion to that rask for which they gave

the last full measure of devotion; that we here highly resolve that these
dead shall not have died in vain; thac this nation, under God, shall have

a new birth of fredom; and that government of the people, by the people,
for the people, shall not perish from the earch.”

The war ended. The nation, reuniced, once again offered hope for

liberal yearnings everywhere. Inspired by the example of America, de-
mocracy made striking headway throughout the world, even among the
so-called backward people of the earth. It seemed that the principles for
which Lincoln fought and died would win world-wide acceprance. The
people of America took this for granted. To us it became merely a

question .Om.s&a: and how. America became complaisant. She lost sight
of her mission. Too often, she took a selfish, limited view, ignoring the

...:cmm_o of other people to shape their own affairs and win more of Jife's
blessings for themselves.

Then came the shock of World War L. But with victory, democracy
S.or up its march again. Russia, most reactionary of all European coun-
tries, set up a people’s government. Germany, Austris, Czechoslovakia,
became republics. Woodrow Wilson, who saw the fate of democracy
as the prime issue of the war, went to Europe with a purpose to mark
oE. new boundaries which would express, as nearly as possible, the peo-
Ple’s will. Democracy was again in the ascendant. And Ametica shrouded

herself in 1solacion.
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